
Post 18 Applications

University Applications
Degree Apprenticeships
Student Finance



UCAS application key facts
• Application is entirely online

• Maximum of five choices

• Some choice restrictions:
• medicine, veterinary medicine/science, dentistry

(maximum of four)
• Oxford or Cambridge

• Conservatoires are a separate application 

• Application cost: £34.50 – fee waiver for FSM/care leaver 

• Equal consideration

• ‘Invisibility’



When to apply for 2027 entry?
Dates Deadlines 

12 May UCAS Undergraduate applications open for 2027 entry.

15 June  All students to register on UCAS and link to our school during PD lesson.

1 September Completed applications can be submitted to UCAS.

1 October Application deadline for conservatoire music applications. 
(internal deadline – September)

15 October Application deadline for courses in medicine, veterinary medicine/science, and 
dentistry, and courses at Oxford or Cambridge.
(internal deadline – September)

13 January Application deadline for all other undergraduate courses. 
(internal deadline – December) 



Section 1: Personal Details
Section 2: Contact Details & Residency
Email address – Do NOT use your school email address. UCAS 
& Universities will use this email on results day at which point 
you will have left contact, and your school email will have 
been closed.
Nominated access – Please add someone. If for whatever the 
reason UCAS needs to contact, you on results day and cannot 
get hold of you they will contact this person.
Section 3: Nationality
Please ensure this information matches the information on 
your passport.
Section 4: Supporting information
Section 5: English Language Skills
Section 6: Finance & Funding
This is where you will be asked if you intend to use student 
finance or pay the university fees yourself. Please be aware 
that this is not a student finance application, you will need to 
apply to student finance separately.
Section 7: Diversity & Inclusion
Section 8: More about you
This section asked questions about physical and/or mental 
health conditions as well as caring responsibility, FSM, 
refugee status etc.

Section 9: Education
List all GCSEs including subject, exam board and grades. Date 
awarded will be August 2024.
For your A Levels you will list the subject and exam board and 
then put the date as “pending”. We then enter your UCAS 
predicted grades when we add your reference.
You can also add any other qualifications you may have gained 
such as Music, Languages etc.
Section 10: Employment
Section 11: Extra Activities
Any other activities you have done not including qualifications 
(this goes in the education section) – don’t worry about listing 
everything here. Your “extra activities” are usually better 
placed in your personal statement/reference (and it will only 
let you add two!).
Section 12: Personal Statement
You will need to copy and paste tour personal statement into 
the three sections once you are happy it is complete and 
ready.
Section 13: Choices
Section 14: Reference & Predicted Grades – School do this. 
Section 15: Application History
Nothing to do here. This is just an overview of your 
application.



Personal Statements 

- A key feature of the university application. 

- Split into the following three questions: 

▪ Why do you want to study this course or subject? 

▪ How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for this course or 
subject?

▪ What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these 
experiences useful?

4000 character limit 
Minimum of 350 characters per section

Personal statement toolkit | UCAS

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/personal-statement-toolkit


Supporting students in writing personal statements  

PD sessions on 
writing 
competitive 
statements 
including analysing 
and critiquing 
example 
statements. 

Supporting time 
management 
throughout the 
process of developing 
their statements and 
applications. 

Ongoing feedback 
from personal 
statement 
supervisors 

PD lessons on 
super curricular 
activities, finding 
work experience, 
reflecting on 
skills etc.  



Research

UCAS hub
• Search tool – to look for providers, courses, and minimum entry requirements. 

Use the subject guides to help find more information. 
• Open days and virtual tours – a great way to explore campuses and facilities.
• UCAS’ higher education exhibitions – useful to meet different universities and 

colleges, and explore options. 
• Learning from others – student videos and blogs. 
• Career options – use the job profiles to explore different career roles and 

pathways, or take the Buzz quiz to find out more about individual strengths, and 
what roles they may suit. 

• The career finder tool is ideal for considering options after education, including 
searching for apprenticeships. 

https://digital.ucas.com/search/results?filters=Destination_Undergraduate&SearchText=
https://digital.ucas.com/search/results?filters=Destination_Undergraduate&SearchText=
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/subject-guide-list
https://www.ucas.com/applying/you-apply/what-and-where-study/university-open-days
https://www.ucas.com/applying/you-apply/what-and-where-study/university-open-days
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/events-and-open-days/virtual-tours
https://www.ucas.com/ucas-events
https://www.ucas.com/ucas-events
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/videos?query=
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs
https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice
https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice
https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice/employment/how-to-become-a/job-profiles-overview
https://www.ucas.com/careers-quiz
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-uk


Applicant replies

Applicants should wait for all decisions from all choices. They can then 
choose one:

•  firm – if all conditions are met, this is where they will be placed, and

•  insurance –lower conditions, in case firm conditions are not met (only 
if firm choice is not unconditional)

Any other offers must be declined.

If a student firmly accepts an unconditional offer, they must decline 
any/all others.



Degree Apprenticeships







Student Finance 
For courses starting on or after January 1, 2027, in England, 
student finance will transition to the Lifelong Learning 
Entitlement (LLE). 

This new system replaces previous funding with a single, 
flexible entitlement of up to £38,140 for tuition fees and 
maintenance loans, covering four years of study (levels 4 to 6). 
Applications for 2027 start in September 2026.

University

Bursaries & 
Scholarships

Tuition Fee 
Loan

Maintenance 
Loan

Additional 
Support

https://www.google.com/search?q=Lifelong+Learning+Entitlement+%28LLE%29&oq=student+finance+2027&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg3OTUxajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwil9NbtsaCUAxX1XEEAHeeyAIkQgK4QegYIAQgAEAM
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lifelong+Learning+Entitlement+%28LLE%29&oq=student+finance+2027&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg3OTUxajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwil9NbtsaCUAxX1XEEAHeeyAIkQgK4QegYIAQgAEAM


Tuition Fee 
Loan

This is the money that covers the fees for going to university and goes 
straight to the provider. 

Maintenance 
Loan

This money is provided to cover costs such as accommodation, food, bills, 
books etc. This is means tested – dependent on household income and 
where you’re going to study.

Additional 
Support

Other sources of money available eg. Disabled Students Allowance, 
Childcare Grants, Parents Learning Allowance and Adult Dependent 
Grants



Financial Support 

Disabled Students Allowance (DSA) 

OCR Bursary

Scholarships/Bursaries e.g. Aberystwyth, NHS Wales 

University Schemes  



Thank you
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