
 

English Literature Working towards expected outcomes Working at expected outcomes Working beyond expected outcomes 
Your child is not yet making the expected 
progress within this course. 

Your child is achieving the expected progress for 
this point within the course. 

Your child is exceeding the expected progress. 

Yr 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Autumn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students working towards expected 
outcomes in Year 11 can: 
 
• explain their response to the task and 
whole text  
• use textual references to support a range of 
relevant comments 
• offer explained or relevant comments on 
the writer’s methods with some relevant use 
of subject terminology  
• identify the effects of writer’s methods to 
create meanings 
• show some understanding of implicit ideas, 
perspectives and contextual factors shown 
by links between context/text/task 
 
 
When studying Macbeth they are beginning 
to comment on: 

− The contexts which influence 
Shakespeare and his audiences 

− Shakespeare’s tragic heroes  
− Close analysis of text extract  
− The theme of the supernatural 
− The theme of ambition  
− Shakespeare’s use of horror and 

violence to engage the audience 
 
 
 
 
 

Students working at expected in Year 11 can: 
 
 
• express a clear and explained response to the 
task and whole text 
• make effective use of textual references to 
support their explanation 
• express a clear explanation of the writer’s 
methods with appropriate use of relevant 
subject terminology 
• demonstrate understanding of the effects of 
the writer’s methods to create meanings 
• demonstrates a clear understanding of ideas, 
perspectives and contextual factors shown by 
specific links between context/text/task 
 
 
When studying Macbeth they demonstrate 
confident understanding of: 

− The contexts which influence 
Shakespeare and his audiences  

− Shakespeare’s tragic heroes  
− Different leaders and what makes an 

effective leader.  
− Close analysis of text extract  
− The theme of the supernatural  
− The theme of ambition  
− Strengthening an argument by making 

links across the text.  
− Shakespeare’s use of horror and 

violence to engage the audience  
 

Students working beyond expected in Year 11 can: 
 
 
• articulate a critical, exploratory, conceptualised 
response to task and whole text 
• consistently demonstrate judicious use of precise 
references to support interpretation(s) 
• analyse the writer’s methods with subject terminology 
used judiciously 
• precisely explore the of effects of the writer’s methods 
to create meanings 
• articulate a perceptive exploration of ideas, 
perspectives and contextual factors shown by specific, 
detailed links between context/text/task 
 
 
 
When studying Macbeth they articulate their argument 
with precision and insight: 

− The contexts which influence Shakespeare and 
his audiences 

− Shakespeare’s tragic heroes  
− Different leaders and what makes an effective 

leader.  
− Close analysis of text extract  
− The theme of the supernatural  
− The theme of ambition 
− Strengthening an argument by making links 

across the text 
− Understanding how and why relationships 

change and the roles honesty and loyalty play in 
these developments  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring/Summer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
When revising An Inspector Calls, they are 
beginning to comment on: 
Understanding character development  
Exploring conflict  
 
 
 
 
 
 
When revising The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde they are beginning to comment 
on: 
Close analysis of text extract 
The themes of duality, hypocrisy, secrecy and 
power 
The debate between science and religion  
 
 
 
 
 
When revising the poetry cluster “Worlds and 
Lives” they are beginning to comment on: 

− Links between poems 
− Some of the ways different poets 

explore similar ideas 
− Different identities and the conflict 

this can bring 
− How prejudice, assumptions and 

stereotypes are explored and 
experienced 

− What it means to belong. 

 
 
 
When revising An Inspector Calls, they 
demonstrate confident understanding of: 
Understanding character development  
Exploring conflict. 
Understanding how political and social 
perspectives influence behaviour and attitudes   
Comparing the portrayal of characters and the 
sympathy they evoke 
 
 
When revising The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde they demonstrate confident 
understanding of: 
Close analysis of text extract  
The themes of duality, hypocrisy, secrecy and 
power 
The debate between science and religion.  
Exploring conscience 
Understanding the significance of the structure 
of the novella  
 
 
When revising the poetry cluster “Worlds and 
Lives” they demonstrate confident 
understanding of: 

− Links between poems 
− The ways different poets explore similar 

ideas 
− Different identities and the conflict this 

can bring 
− How prejudice, assumptions and 

stereotypes are explored and 
experienced 

− Shakespeare’s use of horror and violence to 
engage the audience  

 
When revising An Inspector Calls, they articulate their 
argument with precision and insight: 
Understanding character development  
Exploring conflict  
Understanding how political and social perspectives 
influence behaviour and attitudes   
Comparing the portrayal of characters and the sympathy 
they evoke 
 
 
When revising The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
they articulate their argument with precision and 
insight: 
Close analysis of text extract  
The themes of duality, hypocrisy, secrecy and power 
The debate between science and religion  
Exploring conscience  
Understanding the significance of the structure of the 
novella 
 
 
 
When revising the poetry cluster “Worlds and Lives” they 
articulate their argument with precision and insight: 

− Links between poems 
− How different poets explore similar ideas 
− The conflict that identity can bring for 

individuals, families and communities. 
− How prejudice, assumptions and stereotypes 

are articulated, explored and experienced 
− What it means to belong. 
− How places and settings matter to individuals 
− How the environment is explored 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
When studying unseen poetry they are 
beginning to comment on: 

− Exploring how themes are explored, 
and which techniques writers select 
to convey these  

− Recognising purpose and meaning  
− Exploring narrative perspectives  

  
 

 

− What it means to belong. 
− How places matter to individuals 
− How the environment is explored 
− Cultural identity 

 
When studying unseen poetry they demonstrate 
confident understanding of: 

− Devising a thesis statement  
− Exploring how themes are explored, and 

which techniques writers select to 
convey these 

− Recognising purpose and meaning 
− Exploring narrative perspectives 

 
 

− Cultural identity and assimilation 
 
 
When studying unseen poetry, they articulate their 
argument with precision and insight: 

− Devising a thesis statement 
− Exploring how themes are explored, and which 

techniques writers select to convey these  
− Recognising purpose and meaning 
− Exploring narrative perspectives 
− Recognising the significance of gaps in the 

narrative 
 
 
 

 


