
 

Media Studies Working towards expected outcomes Working at expected outcomes Working beyond expected outcomes 
Your child is not yet making the expected 
progress within this course. 

Your child is achieving the expected progress for 
this point within the course. 

Your child is exceeding the expected progress. 

Year 13 
 
 
Autumn Term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Term 
 

Students working towards expected 
outcomes in Year 13 can: 
 
 
Show strengthening understanding of core 
theories and their application. 
 
Produce written work is becoming more 
evaluative and focused eg. Beginning to 
understand that theories like binary 
opposition should not simply be analysed. 
They should be critical of its limitations too. 
 
Produce coursework which is developing 
well, with further refinement needed. 
 
Respond with growing confidence to 
feedback and improving work. 
 
Link texts to critical debates more 
consistently eg. Start to understand that a 
gender analysis of products like The Bridge is 
dependent on its social context. 
 
 Demonstrate secure foundations, with 
targeted focus areas for final improvement. 
 
 
Produce coursework which is complete and 
meets the core criteria eg. Show a sense of 
consistency and brand identity throughout 
both their print and online/audiovisual 
products. 

Students working at expected in Year 13 can: 
 
 
 
Demonstrate confident theoretical 
understanding across a range of topics. 
 
 Produce well-structured and increasingly 
evaluative exam responses eg. Be able to 
structure a response to the magazine unit that 
evaluates the differences is their historical and 
industrial contexts. 
 
Produce coursework is creative, technically 
secure, and near completion. 
 
Apply media theory effectively to set products 
and unseen tasks eg. Be confident in evaluating 
key theorist beyond the exam board bullet  
points and be able to structure a detailed 30 
mark response for C2. 
 
Demonstrate secure readiness for final 
assessments and targeted outcomes. 
 
 
 
 
Produce coursework and exam responses which 
meet or exceed the assessment criteria eg. 
Produce a coherent and reasonably ambitious 
response to the brief which is clearly outlines in 
their statement of aims. 

Students working beyond expected in Year 13 can: 
 
 
 
Demonstrate sophistication and originality in written 
analysis and discussion. 
 
Make confident, critical connections between texts, 
theory and contexts eg. Have an in-depth knowledge of 
the critical theories and be able to apply them 
seamlessly to different set products as well as unseen 
texts. 
 
Produce coursework which is refined, creative and near 
publication standard. 
 
Display high levels of independence and evaluative skill 
eg. Show independence in their ability to decode 
complex C2 questions, on online media for example, and 
evaluate concepts like audience response and industry 
contexts in relation to KSI and Attitude magazine. 
 
Demonstrate consistently outstanding outcomes across 
all components. 
 
 
 
Produce original, critical and highly evaluative written 
work eg. Coursework is ambitious and complex with a 
real sense of vision and is a conceptual response to the 
brief. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Show clearer understanding of assessment 
objectives. 
 
Produce final exam responses which show 
improved structure and application of theory 
eg. Show understanding of the requirements 
of the different kinds of exam question and 
adapt their understanding eg. Understand 
the specific structure of an audience 
response to Super.Human vs a more complex 
argumentative response to the magazine 
products for C2. 
 
 
 
 
 
Develop core knowledge but would benefit 
from more consistent and structured 
revision. 
 
Produce exam responses which are 
improving, though timing, structure or 
confidence may still vary. 
 
Produce a revision schedule but may rely 
heavily on teacher guidance or lack variety in 
technique. 
 

 
Apply media theory confidently to a range of 
texts and issues. 
 
Produce analytical, well-structured responses 
under timed conditions eg. Have moved beyond 
the SEAQL structure for C2 and can produce 
cogent essays with a clear thesis and developed 
argument. 
 
 Show critical engagement with wider cultural 
and media contexts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demonstrate secure knowledge and is applying 
theory with confidence across both 
components. 
 
Produce exam-style responses are well-
developed and meet assessment criteria 
consistently. 
 
Develop revision strategies which are 
purposeful, incorporating feedback, practice 
questions and active recall. 
 

Demonstrate expert-level application of theory, debate 
and detail from set products eg. In an essay on the TV 
products be able to handle complex concepts and 
contexts to evaluate, seamlessly incorporating theory in 
their response. 
 
 
 Approach all tasks with independence, curiosity, and 
rigour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demonstrate an excellent grasp of all course content, 
with confident, critical application in exam conditions. 
 
Produce exam responses which show flair, evaluation, 
and synthesis of ideas across texts and contexts. 
 
Produce revision, which is self-directed, strategic, and 
reflects a deep understanding of how to meet 
assessment objectives. 
 

 


