
 

A LEVEL 
PSYCHOLOGY 

Working towards expected outcomes Working at expected outcomes Working beyond expected outcomes 
Your child is not yet making the expected 
progress within this course. 

Your child is achieving the expected progress for 
this point within the course. 

Your child is working beyond the expected progress for 
this point within the course. 

Year 12  
Autumn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students working towards expected 
outcomes in Year 12 can: 
 

• Use some key terminology to explain 
theories of memory and forgetting, 
conformity and obedience  

• Recall the experimental method and 
begin to write their own hypotheses, 
variables and other parts of 
experimental design  

• Assess strengths and limitations of a 
theory or study using basic 
sentences  

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Use some key terminology to explain 

mental disorders and attachment 
theory. Is able to recall some details 
of previous content on memory and 
social influence under exam 
condition  

• Recall some details of research 
methods and apply knowledge to 
basic past paper questions.   

• Assess strengths and limitations of a 
theory or study using sentences with 
some detail  

 

Students working at expected in Year 12 can: 
 
 

• Use accurate key terminology to explain 
and evaluate theories of memory and 
forgetting, conformity and obedience  

• Understand and apply the experimental 
method and other forms of research, 
including the use of maths in 
psychology  

• Evaluate the strengths and limitations of 
theory and/or research in detailed PEEL 
paragraphs  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use accurate key terminology to explain 
mental disorders and attachment 
theory. Is able to accurately recall both 
descriptive and  evaluative details of 
previous content on memory and social 
influence under exam conditions 

• Apply knowledge of research methods 
to a range of past paper questions.  Is 
able to bring research methods 
knowledge into topics through 
evaluation and application of maths 
skills.  

Students working beyond expected in Year 12 can: 
 
 

• Use complex terminology to explain, analyse  
and evaluate theories of memory and forgetting, 
conformity and obedience in depth.  

• Display in depth knowledge of the experimental 
method and have the ability to create your own 
accurate hypotheses. 

• Use maths in psychology with ease, applying the 
full range of calculations. Confident in 
calculating all required scientific processes  

• Confidently discuss the strengths and 
limitations of theory and/or research in detailed 
PEEL paragraphs, using key terminology and 
named research findings  

 
 
 

• Use a complex range of scientific terminology to 
explain mental disorders and attachment 
theory. Able to recall both descriptive and  
evaluative details of previous content on 
memory and social influence under exam 
conditions in depth, writing in PEEL format with 
fluency. 

• Confidently applies knowledge of research 
methods to a range of past paper questions, 
including correlations and other types of 
method. Applies knowledge of research 
methods knowledge into topics through 
evaluation and application of maths skills.  



 

 
 
 
 
Summer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
• Use some key terminology to outline 

aspects of biopsychology 
• Understand some of the different 

approaches to psychology and is 
working towards being able to 
evaluate and compare them. 

• Recall some details of previous 
Paper 1 content under timed 
conditions.  

• Apply basic knowledge of research 
methods to some past paper 
questions.  

• Show they are beginning to 
understand the scientific method 
and how to conduct their own 
research  

• Assess strengths and limitations of a 
theory or study using sentences with 
some detail  
 

• Assess strengths and limitations of a 
theory or study using detailed PEEL 
paragraphs  

 
 

• Use a range of accurate key terminology 
to outline all parts of biopsychology, 
including the nervous system and the 
brain. Can explain the range of 
approaches to psychology and can 
compare and evaluate these. 

•  Accurately recall previous Paper 1 
content under timed conditions  

• Apply knowledge of a range of research 
methods to past paper questions and 
explain their reasoning.  

• Understand the scientific method and 
how to conduct their own research 
independently  

• Assess strengths and limitations of a 
theory or study using detailed PEEL 
evaluation paragraphs and a range of 
evidence  

 

• Assess strengths and limitations of a theory or 
study using detailed PEEL paragraphs 

 
 
 

• Confidently applies a range of complex key 
terminology to outline aspects of biopsychology, 
including the nervous system and the brain. 

•  Is able to utilise prior scientific knowledge to 
assess and compare complex areas of 
biopsychology  

• Explain the range of approaches to psychology 
and can compare and evaluate these with ease, 
referring to wider synoptic debates in 
psychology. 

• Demonstrate recall of previous Paper 1 content 
under timed conditions with exceptional 
accuracy.  

• Apply knowledge of a range of research methods 
to past paper questions and explain their 
reasoning with confidence. 

• Can independently conduct their own research, 
leading their own scientific investigations and 
writing these up into detailed reports.  

• Assess strengths and limitations of a theory or 
study using thorough and coherent PEEL 
evaluation paragraphs and a wide range of 
named evidence  
 

 


