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Welcome to the
“Bubble Term”

A message from the

Headteacher
Dr. Barbara Minards

After all the hours of planning, a
huge effort by the site team to rearrange classroom layouts, putting
one way signs along all corridors
and three staff INSET days it was
fantastic to welcome our new Year
7 students to Sutton Girls on Friday
4th September.
During the training days and in the
first assembly with each year group,
I shared the key themes for the year
as ‘ﬂexible, adaptable and positive’.
Little did I know how much we
would all need to display these three
qualities throughout the first half
term of the bubble arrangements!
Monday 7th September saw all
year groups return and it was great
to have the school full again, the
sounds of conversation and laughter
filling classrooms and corridors.
There was an overwhelming feeling
that we were all glad to be back to
some sort of normality with the
benefits of seeing people in person
rather than on screens.
There are many changes in
place: staggered starts, different
entrances, a one way system, staff
and students wearing face coverings
whilst in corridors and communal
spaces, students being taught in
form rooms and only moving to
specialist rooms, teachers staying
at the front of the classroom, work
being
submitted
electronically.

However, whilst how we do things
has changed, why we do them
remains the same. Our vision is
still for all students to have a love
of learning, a positive and resilient
approach with a strong sense of
community.
Staff have been innovative, coming
up with different ways to teach
whilst remaining two metres from
students, adapting to Microsoft
Teams
and
giving
feedback
electronically.
Students
have
adapted quickly to all the changes,
their determined approach has
been fantastic to see.
Apart from the first day, when
the sports hall was set out
with chairs two metres apart for
a socially distanced welcome back
assembly for each year group, we are
not holding our usual assemblies.
Instead these are being recorded
and played in form rooms, it is
very strange to walk around school
and see yourself speaking from
numerous whiteboard screens!
Support staff are also adapting
their normal way of working, from
socially distancing in oﬃces, moving
to electronic rather than paper
based systems there are changes
throughout each aspect of school
life. We now have three different
catering venues, with each year
group having a designated break

and lunch time where they have the
option of a variety of hot and cold
food.
Remote learning was put into
action first with Year 8, then Year
11, some of Year 8 and then Year
13. The roll out of Microsoft Teams
was successful, students were able
to follow the pattern of the school
day and continue to make progress
at home. We issued surveys on
students return to school so we can
evaluate and continue to develop
our remote learning provision.
Although we are not able to offer
our usual variety of extra-curricular
activities (most are multi-year group
and we cannot mix ‘bubbles’) we
are looking at ways to develop this
vital part of school life. We have
started with lunchtime activities
for Year 7, the library is running
an online service and there are
several competitions and activities
for students to participate in
independently.
Although we continue to face a great
deal of uncertainty, there remains
the
familiar
and
constant
atmosphere in school; our Sutton
Girls
community
as
strong,
supportive and positive as ever. I
hope you and your families have a
happy and safe half term holiday.
Take care, Dr Minards.

Stafﬁng News
At the start of term we welcomed
Mr Ben Tromans to the Science
Department and Miss Holly Brown
to the Geography Department.
Miss Brown is also our Acting Head
of Year 7 whilst Mrs Mahoney is on
maternity leave. In September we

appointed a new cover supervisor
and enrichment co-ordinator, Mrs
Saida Zaman. Mrs Zaman is leading
the lunchtime extra-curricular
provision for our Year 7s and will
be starting activities for Year 11
after half term.
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This term we said goodbye to
Mrs Ruth Steadman, our Senior
Lunchtime Supervisor, who retired
after 18 years dedicated service
to the school. We wish her a long,
happy and healthy retirement.

Character education at SCGSG
Mrs M. Lucas
Assistant Headteacher
This term we have launched
our new Character Education
Programme – ‘Be My Best Self’.
In form times and through
assemblies, students have had
the opportunity to learn about
character.
This
programme
recognises that in lessons
students learn the knowledge
needed to achieve success in
examinations, but there is so
much more to education than
that. In a wide variety of ways,
students have the opportunity
to demonstrate and develop the
character strengths needed to
ﬂourish throughout life – Respect,
being Positive and Resilient,
Making Good Decisions, Integrity
and Love of Learning.
Every Thursday morning in form
time, form teachers are having
1-1 discussions about character
and students share what they

have achieved that week and
their future plans.
The House System is an important
way in which we are focusing on
character and it is great to see
students wearing their House
badges that they received
last term. Students are being
rewarded for showing character
strengths and recording these
points in their Student Journal.

Points they gain are added
to the House totals and will
also contribute towards their
own personal rewards as they
progress through the school.
In recent weeks, students have
completed a survey about the
rewards they would like to see
in school and we will be working
on the Rewards System next half
term.

Year 8 Creative Writing sets the scene
After honing their narrative and
creative writing skills during
lockdown and the start of term,
and after taking advantage of
the unusual opportunity to have

additional time to read a rich variety
of texts, Year 8 were ready to show
off their creativity and imagination
in their end of unit assessment.
Here are some examples that

Mrs Rawlings found particularly
evocative and impressive from
8MDC’s offerings on their response
to a picture of a lighthouse battered
by stormy seas:

The waves only grew more formidable, more menacing. This
made me feel calmer, however. I was the sea. The sea was
me. I sat there the rest of the night - watching in amazement.
Drawn to it. But I knew better than to mess with it.
Ritika
This [sky] was ebony:
looming over all that
stood before it, making
them feel weak - like
soldiers before a king.
Sophie

It is a dancer - my lighthouse; it
dances with the wind and the
sea, whilst it sings its sad, wailing
song...a song that no-one heeds.
Esmee

This sort of sky could suck the life out of you, making a
fun day feel dismal and bleak. The nothingness swallows
everything - and anyone trying to enjoy themselves.
Beatrice
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A Day in
the Life
Year 7 student Layla tells us
about starting at Sutton Girls
during the “Bubble Term”

I started off at Sutton Girls only
recently, yet I already have so
many great things to say. Classes,
teacher, friends – all of which I
have so much to write about! So,
let’s get started.
A day at SCGSG starts at 8.50am,
when everyone is expected to
be in their form rooms. I really
enjoy form time as it helps me
to get ready for the day ahead
and the lessons I will soon have.
At 9.00am, students leave to go
to their first lesson, my person
favourite being D.T which on a
Monday I have a double with
Mr Perks, and then leading in to
break time. I also love break time
as it gives me a chance to quickly
get something to eat, catch up
with my friends and then head
into my second lesson of the day.

Second period could involve a
cool science practical, or maybe
it’s some mathematical equations
– it’s always changing, giving you
the chance to enjoy a different
subject every day and the
opportunity to find your favourite
subject! Next is third period, we
usually have Geography, French
or History but that sometimes
changes on a Week 2. It always
seems to go really quickly and
before we know it, it’s time for
lunch!
I sometimes go outside with my
friends on to the tennis courts and
we play netball. Occasionally we
go to our form room to socialise
and chat if it is a little cold outside,
which it is at this time of year!
After an hour winding down, it’s
time to get back to the one-way
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system and on to our period five
lesson, today that’s Science with
Mrs Chatterton. I quite enjoy
moving between classes, I must
admit thought that it can be
quite hard to remember where to
go for each class but I think I’ve
got the hang of it now and can
navigate my way around school
pretty successfully!
As it approaches the end of
the school day, everyone in my
class completes their work tasks
and slowly begin to pack their
belongings away in preparation
for a swift exit. I enjoy my school
days, my friends and teachers
make every day exciting and
happy and I look forward to
starting the process again
tomorrow!

First lessons after lockdown and
returning to a new normal
Mr Collet

Head of Music

After six months of
near silence during
lockdown it has
been a great pleasure to return
to the vibrant atmosphere of the
Music Department. Inevitably
there have been some changes
to the way we operate but Ms

Mrs K. Downie

Drama Department

Being
a
Drama
teacher
whilst
in lockdown was
certainly a challenge, everything
I had ever known about teaching
such a practical subject was now
completely different. Thankfully
my pupils continued to be
amazingly creative throughout

Miss H. Pettit

Head of Geography

After not teaching a
full class of students
for almost 6 months
it was a little daunting heading
back into my classroom for
the first lesson. I successfully
negotiated the one way system
up to Room 37 to teach my Year 11

Miss S. Harper

Head of Sixth Form

Truthfully, I was
looking
forward
to returning to
school and seeing everyone! I
was looking forward to seeing
the Year 12 students who are
starting their sixth form journey

Stamoulis and I have been
very impressed by how quickly
students have become used to
using disinfectant wipes to clean
equipment before use, and that
hand-sanitising when entering
the classroom has now become
the norm. Instrumental lessons
have seen some changes too;
peripatetic teachers now teach
from behind Perspex screens

and students are now paired
within year bubbles.

those very strange few months
and produced some amazing
work and we watched some
great pieces of theatre that were
streamed to us.

teacher zone. I have upskilled
myself about social distancing
Drama and all of my students
have relished the opportunity
to be back working practically in
the safe environment that school
has created. I had certainly
missed the noise and the buzz
of watching students collaborate
together in their groups.

I was desperate to get back into
our Drama Studio in September
and although the way we are
working is slightly different we
have all adapted. The students
work in zones and I stay in my

With the majority of extracurricular activities paused for
the time being we are instead
planning an interactive Christmas
Concert - more details after half
term!

Geography class, with a focus on
reviewing what they had learned
during their time at home. I was
a little nervous, especially about
having to stay at the front of
the classroom and maintain a
2m distance. But I needn’t have
been; we soon clicked back into
our normal way of discussing
geography and I was really
impressed with the work my class

had completed independently.
I really missed face-to-face
teaching during the lockdown and
have thoroughly enjoyed being
back in the classroom. Whilst the
‘new normal’ of face masks, hand
sanitiser and social distancing is
taking some getting used to; for
me it is definitely worth it.

and finding out what the Year
13 students are deciding to do
beyond A-Levels next year. It has
been eye opening and interesting
and I can’t wait to see how their
individual stories go.

when I leave our oﬃce BUT we are
all doing our bit to keep school
safe and are still smiling...even if
you can’t always tell behind the
masks!

The one way system still
catches me out, as does always
remembering to pick up my mask
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Back to School - the Bubble Term
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Year 7 enjoy new lunchtime
extra-curricular clubs
By Eloise in Year 7
This term, Mrs Zaman created
a new set of special enrichment
clubs at lunchtime for my year
group including Football, Martial
Arts, Netball, Badminton, creative
textiles and Drama club.
We were encouraged to try all
of them, and I’m really glad that
I did. I have really enjoyed the
clubs that I have been to but I
think Drama club on Thursday

is my favourite! Mrs Pearce has
been putting on some fun games
which test our improvisation
skills.
I also love Netball on Mondays
with Miss Hewitt because I can
stay active and have fun.
It’s really good that there is a new
session on each day which means
that I don’t have to worry about
missing something else.

Students bring
European Day
of Languages to
the classroom
Miss G. Day
Languages Department
On Friday 25th September
we celebrated European Day
of Languages. During form
time,
students
delivered
taster sessions in a range
of languages from around
the world. This opportunity
enabled students and form
tutors to not only learn new
words or phrases in other
languages, but also to gain
valuable insights into different
cultures.
The students who delivered
these
engaging
sessions
demonstrated
excellent
communication
and
leadership skills and should be
proud of their achievements!
Nikki in Year 8 said “I really
enjoyed European Day of
Languages because it gives
you a chance to explore other
cultures and languages. It lets
you learn different things in a
fun and interesting way!”
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A Day in
the Life
Year 12 student Nia tells us
about returning to school
after lockdown...

After
the
unprecedented
experience of six months in
lockdown, with no responsibilities
or commitments, the return to
the structure and routine of the
school environment has been a
strange, yet gratifying one, to say
the least.
Considering I hadn’t done so in a
while, the initial attempts to get
back into a routine and wake up at
a reasonable time felt, admittedly,
a little unwelcome. However, upon
arrival to Sixth Form, particularly
when seeing all of my friends in
one place again, these inhibitions
quickly fell away. Having stayed
on at Sutton Girls, the school itself
remained familiar, but the subtle
changes to the structure of the
day and the added responsibilities
given to us as Year 12 students
were completely new to me.
Incorporated with the structural
changes throughout the whole
school due to the pandemic, such
as the one-way system and having
to wear masks in the corridors,
coming back felt almost like an
entirely fresh start.
In terms of everyday life at Sixth
Form, each day begins much like
it did during my previous school
years: with form time, in which
we partake in various activities,
ranging from how to correctly
organise our notes to mindfulness
and colouring. Typically, I only

have three lessons in a day - one
for each A level I have chosen – and
this is one of my favourite parts
about Sixth Form, as I am able to
focus solely on the subjects I have
an interest in. As well as lessons, I
usually have a free period where
I can choose how to use my time,
as well as a supervised study
period where students can get on
with homework or extra revision
to prevent the hours from piling
up at home. Though the diﬃculty
and volume of work have both
intensified, having the extra time
to work freely during the school
day helps to ease the workload,
allowing you to maintain a
personal life and have time for
any extra-curriculars outside
of school. We also have the
advantages of leaving for lunch
and going home early when we
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have no lessons last period: both
of which are some of my other
favourite aspects of Sixth Form.
Taking advantage of these
changes, along with preparing
for an EPQ and studying
independently, serves as great
preparation in terms of learning
to become self-suﬃcient, and
becoming more organised before
each of us go off into our chosen
field of study or work.
Finally, for many of us, I think it’s
been reassuring to have some
structure and routine back in our
lives in a time of great uncertainty
such as this. I think it’s safe to say
that the first few weeks of sixth
form have been an overall very
enjoyable experience, and I look
forward to what the next two
years will bring.

Latin enrichment classes for Sixth Form
Mrs L. Farrell
English Department
After setting up a lunchtime
Latin group last year for Year
12, I was asked if I would like to
run it as an enrichment session
with our current cohort. I
anticipated a class of about ten
eager students, so I was amazed
(and shocked) when I was told
87 students had signed up! So,
instead of teaching a small group
in my assigned classroom, I was
on the stage in the hall, teaching
a huge number of students from
behind a lectern! It has been an
adjustment in terms of how I
deliver the language to so many
but an amazing experience for
me, and so gratifying that so
many students have embraced
the opportunity.
Numbers have settled at about
70 and we tend to do a mixture
of etymology, language learning
and Roman culture in each
session. So far we have looked
at how words from Latin are
very much part of the medical
and legal profession (as well as
how useful they are to decode
English vocabulary), we have got
to grips with how Latin words
change depending of the job
they do in a sentence and we

have looked at the Roman forum,
Pompeii, Roman mealtimes and
slavery in the Roman empire.
We were lucky enough last
week to have the Classics PGCE
tutor from Cambridge, Steven
Hunt, visit to give good advice
about how to move forward
with the enrichment course. It’s
been a fabulous experience for
me to be able to introduce our
students to something I am so
passionate about!
Student comments:
“I selected Latin as my
enrichment option based upon
my interest in Philosophy and
Literature. Exploring the history
and language of the ancient
world has proven invaluable.
Latin
lessons
are
highly
informative and intellectually
stimulating. They not only

develop your understanding of
modern European languages
(including English), but also
enable you to explore a great
cultural well from which we
derive a wealth of ideas and
structures. It is a brilliant subject
for anyone who wishes to study
the arts, humanities or even the
sciences. From my perspective,
it is of particular relevance as
I am considering a combined
honours degree in Classics and
English Literature.” - Natalie 12Y
“I chose Latin as an option for
enrichment on Fridays. I’m
really enjoying learning all the
vocabulary and the lessons are
very interesting. I appreciate
the opportunity to learn a new
language, especially as this is
something the school hasn’t
offered before.” - Willow 12O

Meet your Senior Student Ambassadors
and Senior Prefects for 2020/21
We are delighted to see our
student
leadership
team
continuing to develop and shape
our community.

to support others and make an
impact, sometimes behind the
scenes more so than publicly, has
been inspiring.

Over the last year it has been a
delight to see our Year 13 students
lead whole school initiatives and
individual projects which have
benefited many people within
and outside of our school. The
time that students have given

We look forward to the
developments of this new team
of over 80 students in supporting
our school community through
the bubble term and beyond!
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Wonderful new developments
for Library staff this term
Mrs L. Jowett
Senior Librarian
Like everyone at school right
now, we are having to rise to the
challenge of providing a service
that adapts to new restrictions
for the safety of everyone, whilst
still encouraging and supporting
that love of reading. So whilst
students are currently unable to
visit the library like they used to,
we are taking the library to them!
This has meant having to develop
and promote our online services,
and ensuring that all students
have access to our online library
site ‘Oliver.’ Oliver has a number of
a fantastic features which enables
those that access to it to browse
resources virtually. Students can
see the brand new books we have
added, explore feature carousels
and
reading
lists,
receive
personalised recommendations
and recommend books to be
added to the library. Students
can also view their own account
to check when books are due,
renew and place reservations,
add interesting books to their
online basket and then ‘share’
them with us if they would like to
borrow them.
We then deliver the requested
books to their form rooms

each day. It means travelling
around the school quite a bit
more than we usually do and
visiting form rooms during tutor
time and lunchtimes to drop off
books, but it also means we see
more students and can answer
questions. 7JPK said that we have
a ‘library prime’ service and we
love that! We have book drop
off points in various locations
throughout the school for
returns. We check them regularly
and then quarantine the books
for 72 hours before we process
them.
One of the most exciting things in
the works is that we are currently
working on an ebooks platform

Our students LOVE reading. Its one
of the things that makes our job so
wonderful. But, things are very different
for our library compared to a year ago.
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for the students, so that they can
access books via an app and have
reading material at the touch of a
button. We are also in the process
of implementing online Journal
access too, to support academic
study. For a bit of creative fun we
have our Terrifying Tales ‘Scare
Your
Librarian’
competition
currently taking place. We are
very excited to read what our
students come up with!
It has been a new experience
for all of us, but a challenge we
are rising to so far with some
wonderful developments going
forwards!

Looking forward to Duke
of Edinburgh in 2021
Year 12 students
on to become
Sports Leaders
Miss B. Hughes
Head of P.E.
As part of the Year 12
enrichment
programme,
seven of our Year 12 students
have begun the journey to
become a Level 2 Community
Sports Leader.
The course involves 50
hours of study and 2 hours
of voluntary leadership. As
part of the 50 hours, some
of the things that students
will be learning about are the
different styles of leadership,
looking at and developing the
key skills and behaviours of an
effective leader. They will learn
and practice effective ways
to communicate, motivate
participants
and
adapt
sessions. The students lead
physical activity sessions to
their peers and run an event
near the end of the course.
Upon qualification, students
will have the confidence and
skill to lead groups in the
community.

These photographs were taken before the new
social distancing measures were in place.

Mrs K. Tunstall
D of E Coordinator
At the end of the last academic
year, our Duke of Edinburgh
students were looking forward
to their training and practice
expeditions as well as special visit
to Buckingham Palace for the
Gold Award ceremony. Sadly, the
global pandemic meant that we
couldn’t carry them out but we
are looking forward to hopefully
starting again this coming year.
We would like to say a very special
thank you to all of the Year 10
students who have signed up for
the Bronze DofE this year, so far
we have an amazing 129 students
in total!
For Year 11 we have 65 students
who
have
received
their

You can look forward to our next newsletter before
the end of the Autumn term in December. In the
meantime, keep up to date by following us on:

‘Certificate of Achievement’ - A
huge congratulations to these
students and we will be getting
oﬃcial certificates printed after
half term. For those who have
still to complete, the date has
been extended until the end of
2021. Please logon onto edofe
to update your profile or see Mrs
Tunstall.
We still plan for the expedition
to go ahead but we are waiting
for the government to announce
that it is safe to do so. We will
share proposed dates with you
as soon as possible.
Finally, for Year 12 we have so far
had a huge response to the Gold
award so far! If you are interest in
taking part please see Dr May to
register your interest.

Phone Number: 0121 354 1479
Email: enquiry@suttcold.bham.sch.uk
Web: www.suttcold.bham.sch.uk

facebook.com/suttcold or twitter.com/suttcold

Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, B73 5PT
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